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So good a princess run on utter wreck

And no man be so far concerned in her

As to forewarn of peril: he replied

As one who had newly left her wroth, I had done

More honestly than wisely ; bade me fly

Ere the earl came up from dining; and being flown

I know he sought to slay me, who lay hid

Till his main rage was slackened ; and the queen,

Who had made him swear to seek no scathe of mine

When at their meeting next she showed it him,

Chid him as who would cause her to be left

Of all her servants ; then he swore anew

I should receive no harm ; whereof again

Being advertised I spake with her, and showed

She had never done me so much wrong as this,

To make the letter a'device of mine

Which came even whence I had given her word ; and

^yet

Had it not come, I had held me bound to speak
Freely, with reverence and humility,
My thought as did that letter, being of mind
At one therewith ; but she would give no ear;
Nor is there force in counsel or man's wit
To avert this ill she binds upon herself,
Who breaks the bonds in twain that hold her friends,
And fetters her own feet with gyves of steel,
When she hath need of them to stand or flee
Before the face of peril multiform
That lightens on us flamelike : you, my lord,
Whose love she hath proven, are not of me to learn